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THE PRE-SEASON MEETING 

Thirty-six members attended the meeting held at the Sports and Social Club 

Function Room on Wednesday 2
nd

 April. You can find a full copy of the Minutes on 

the website (heckingtonbowlsclub.co.uk.)  I did promise to attach a full copy of the 

minutes of every meeting to the Newsletter, but due to increasing costs in paper, ink 

and power - and the fact that not everyone reads them - I have decided to report only 

the salient details in the Newsletter. However, if you would like a full printed copy 

just let me know on 461560 or email me at lemilkins@yahoo.co.uk and I will arrange 

prompt delivery to you. 

Everyone present joined in a great round of applause in appreciation of all those who 

have done voluntary work for the club. But we still rely hugely on the “usual 

suspects” and I would call upon every able-bodied member (player or social) to lend a 

hand this year.  

 Subscriptions are now due; please pay Trevor, making your cheque 

payable to Heckington Bowls Club. (It’s £28 each for Playing members and Social 

members £6 each). Trevor will issue the 2008 Handbook, containing a lot of valuable 

information, including the fixture list and the Lock Combination (for access to the 

Green) to all Playing Members on receipt of their subscription.   

 

Availability Charts are now on the clubhouse notice boards. 

Please indicate your availability for Sleaford, Coningsby and Woodhall 

Spa leagues, by placing an “X” on the dates on which you will NOT BE 

AVAILABLE. An UNMARKED date will indicate that you will be 

available for selection. This will be of enormous help to the team 

captains who will post selections for each match on the notice board just 

inside the Church Street entrance gate. It is your responsibility, then, to 

check that notice board at least three days prior to each match and 

confirm you will play by placing a tick by your name. Do please note 

that if there is no tick by the three-day deadline you will be assumed as 

unavailable and automatically substituted. 

 
Lincoln League players should indicate their availability by writing their 

names to the match date sheets on the clubhouse notice board.  
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Club Competitions   Please give serious consideration to enter Club 

Competitions this year.  It would be great to get 100% entry from playing members 

this year – a lot to expect I know – but, hopefully, there will be more Ladies entering 

the competitions this year - especially in the Ladies Championship. If you don’t feel 

confident in your ability at present, please remember that the handicapping system 

this year will give everybody, including our newest players, the opportunity to 

compete with our “experts”!  So don’t be fright! Entry forms are enclosed with this 

newsletter together with the rules. Please return your completed entry forms together 

with cheques made payable to Heckington Bowls Club and get them to John before 1
st
 

May. If you have any queries regarding any of the competitions or the rules please 

check with your Mentor or with John on 461106. 

 

Open Competitions The Fred Mason Tournament will be held on 

Sunday 1
st
 June and Roger will be running it on the day. He does need someone to 

assist, helping to keep the score charts and so on. You do not need any prior 

experience as full briefing and guidance will be provided. Will someone please step 

forward? You don’t have to be a player to do this, a social member could do the job 

just as well!  We need volunteers to run the Joyce Mason on Sunday 6
th

 July as well 

so if you can help please call John on 461106. Registrations are coming along quite 

well and include entries from Ruskington, Cranwell Village, Sibsey, Wragby and 

Maltby. It is very gratifying to see these entries coming in from other clubs and I do 

hope we will have members entering for other club tournaments, particularly those 

who are supporting us.  Please return your entry forms to John no later than 10
th

 May 

for the Fred Mason and no later than 10
th

 June for the Joyce Mason.  Remember that 

your triple for the Joyce Mason must include at least one Lady. There are valuable 

cash prizes to be won – so remember you have to be in it to win it! 

 

National and County Competitions – There are a number 

of notices concerning Trophy Days posted in the clubhouse as well as details of the 

various cups that we are due to play in. If you are interested in playing in any of these 

tournaments please let John know by the deadlines shown on the notices. Ladies who 

want to play in County matches should contact Sheila Barr on 461141 as soon as 

possible please. 

 
“Novices Day” held on Saturday 12

th
 April was a great success.  Twenty-five 

people turned up and it was especially pleasing to see four new members having a go, 

while some of our established players took the chance not only to get some practice 

but to also assist helping the newcomers. I hope that the event will encourage all of 

our players to take advantage of the Bowling Development Scheme as the season 

progresses. 

 

 

The first Drive and BDS rink took place on Monday, April 14
th

 and it was 

good to see 22 players turn up.  The drive saw the start of the new format where skips 

are seeded and hopefully this will bring about better performances from Leads and 

Pins in due course.  The BDS rink accommodated 9 players including newcomers and 

feedback has been excellent. Please remember that all visitors must sign the Visitors 

Book and must pay a Green Fee of £1 in addition to the Drive subscription. On all 

other occasions the Green fee for visitors is £2 per session. 

 



Welcome to new members: Irene Dempster, Malcolm 

Spencer, Ron McCarthy, and Peter Francklin. Also to Dorothy Berrington 

who has updated her membership from Social to Playing. We hope you 

all will enjoy a long and happy playing membership with us and wish you 

the best of good luck on the green! 

 

THE SOCIAL SCENE 
 

Sat 19
th
 Apr: progressive Dinner – now fully booked 

 

Sun 18
th
 May: Car Treasure Hunt – Details and Tickets at £5 per car from 

Trevor Bakewell on 460199 

 

Sat 31
st
 May Rummikub with Pizza supper at the Clubhouse. Tickets at 

£4 each from Eva on 461872.  Eva will be glad to arrange Rummikub 

tutoring if you’ve never played this fascinating game before.  

 

The Brownies will visit us on the evening of Thursday, 12
th

 June. These 

community events are really important to us and we need volunteers to come along to 

help the girls learn the ropes. Would you please call John on 461106 with your 

promise to help with this event so that he can plan the evening? He would especially 

like to hear from the Ladies!  

 

Wed 18
th
 June: Greyhound Racing at Peterborough Track. The price 

is £20 each which includes a two-course meal, race card and return coach 

travel. Tickets from Steve on 469142 

 

Sat 21
st
 June: Strawberry Tea at 9 Latimer Gardens – tickets at £5 

each     from Tricia and Trevor on 461406 

 

Sat 12
th
 July: Ploughman’s lunch at 3 Beech Close, 12 noon, followed 

by fun and games. Tickets at £7 from Frank on 460611 

 

Sat 23
rd

 Aug: Buffet Lunch at 3 Beech Close – Details from Eva on 

461872 

 

Sun 31
st
 Aug: Sunny Day out by coach to Skegness £9 each – contact 

Lewis on 461560 

 

Sat 27
th
 Sep: Quiz Night at Great Hale Village Hall – contact Lewis on 

461560 

 

Mon 17
th
 Nov: Christmas Spectacular Show at Thursford – details 

from Trevor on 461406 

 

 



We need a small core of volunteers to assist the organisers of social 

events to prepare and to clear away.  The kind of jobs involved will be the 

selling of tickets, preparing venues, helping in the kitchen and so on. 

Please note that these jobs are NOT for Ladies only! Will you please 

help?  Names please to Eva on 461872 

 

Lottery Bonus Ball Winners - Recent lucky winners are  

 

Sat 22nd Mar: Bill Scott 37; 

Sat 20th Mar: John Bennett 39: 

Sat 5th Apr: John Stevenson 2: 

Sat 12th Apr: Trevor Reynolds 26. 
 

Have you noticed that every winner so far this year has an ñoò in his or 

her name? I am contemplating changing my name by deed poll to Oli 

Oojamaflip! 

 

Visit the website www.heckingtonbowlsclub.co.uk 

 

And finally  
 

Early next week every household in Heckington will receive a 

“Questionnaire” from the Parish Council’s Steering group who have been 

working on the Parish Plan for Heckington covering the next 5 to 15 

years. The document is asking all residents for their views about the 

future of the village – seeking their ideas and aspirations for our 

community. The document does not ask anyone to “tick boxes” – what is 

required is some thoughtful contributions about all aspects of life in the 

village – including roads, transport, law and order, local facilities and so 

on. May I please ask all of our members who reside in the village to 

please give 10-15 minutes of their time to contribute – and, if your only 

contribution would be to say that the bowls club will need funding for a 

new clubhouse within the time scope of the plan I can assure you that the 

Steering Group would appreciate your contribution very much indeed. I 

personally have very strong views about facilities for teenagers and 

children in our future village and the future of our shopping facilities. If 

you have any thoughts about these matters please do have your say. The 

documents will be collected from doorsteps next Sunday.  Incidentally, 

they are being delivered on Monday 21
st
 April by a very small group of 

volunteers so if you would care to help please call Lewis on 461560.  

 

 


