HECKINGTON & DISTRICT
BOWLS CLUB

Providing facilities to promote the game of lawn bowls
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TAXING PROBLEMS: In recent years the club has enjoyed life free from local
council tax by means of a discretionary 100% relief from North Kesteven District
Council. However, we now know they are reviewing all discretionary relief and
changes can be expected from April 1% next year. The threat is that we shall lose this
concession at the beginning of the new financial year next April. | am investigating
what can be done to mitigate the possible imposition of tax as a result of the Council’s
review and, at present, we know there are things we can do to get at least an 80%
relief and | am in the process of working through the problem. More about this later.

The Fred Mason Tournament: 15 teams entered this year and it was great to
welcome a number of visiting clubs from as far away as South Yorkshire. Frank
Manley who was presented with the Trophy, mementos and prize money of £75
from the Jubilee Park Club, Woodhall Spa, led the winners. Our own Sid Davies in
cohorts with Olive and Brian Markwick came 2", earning £51 prize money and John
Henning, leading a set from Leasingham collected £24 for third place. Life member
Phil Harris presented the awards.

The Joyce Mason: Will be held on Sunday, July 6" and has attracted a good
field of 20 sets including a number from other clubs. Doreen Brown has kindly
volunteered to co-ordinate the refreshments and, in order to alleviate wastage, will
decide on the amount of foodstuff needed to cover the event. So please do refrain
from bringing food to the clubhouse on the day which has not been previously
arranged with Doreen. We still need you to supply sandwiches, biscuits, cakes etc.,
and do, of course, value your contributions. But in an effort to manage things better,
please call Doreen on 461413 on Monday, 30™ June, (she is away until then) to
agree what you will bring. Please, please do not bring food on the day without
such clearance. General help and raffle prizes will be needed so please take the
time to look at the notice board and flyers that are in the clubhouse and see where
you can assist. There is no hard work involved! We just need you for a short stint
throughout the day. Please call John on 461106 and overwhelm him with your offers
to help.

A Committee Meeting: Was held on 9" June. The full minutes can be seen on
the website www.heckingtonbowlsclub.co.uk while some of the most important
matters are reported in this Newsletter. If you would like a full copy of the minutes
please order on 461560.



http://www.heckingtonbowlsclub.co.uk/

RECENT RESULTS
Woodhall Spa League

Wed 14™ May Millers won at home to Leasingham 4-2
Wed 14™ May Weavers won against away at Dunston 4-2
Wed 21st May Weavers beat Millers 4-2

Wed 28" May Millers won away at Billingborough 4-2
Mon 2™ Jun Millers lost away at Ruskington 2-4

Mon 2™ Jun Weavers won at home against Sleaford 4-2
Wed 4™ Jun Millers lost away to Scotchman

Wed 4™ Jun Weavers lost at home to Leasingham 2-4
Wed 11" Jun Weavers lost away at Leasingham 2-4

Wed 11" Millers lost at home to Sleaford 0-6

Wilkinson Shield First Leg:
Thu 12" Jun Weavers lost away at Horncastle 2-4

Coningsby League

Fri 9" May Lost at home to Sleaford Road 2-6

Fri 16" May The match against BB11 is postponed until Wed 13" Aug
Fri 23" May Won away to Kirton 8-0

Wed 28" May Won at Home against Bicker 6-2

Fri 6™ Jun Lost at home to Woodhall Nymphs 1-7

Fri 13" Jun Lost away to Boston Park 1 rink to 2

Lincoln League

Fri 9" May Won at home to North Scale 10-0

Fri 16" May Lost away to Washingborough 0-10
Fri 30™ May Lost at home to Monks Road 0-10
Fri 6" Jun Lost away to Ruston 2-8

Sleaford League

Tues 13" May Lost at home to Helpringham 0-4

Tues 20" May Lost away to Leasingham

Tues 27" May Lost at Home to Sleaford 0-4

Thu 29" May The match against Legionnaires away postponed
Tue 3 Jun The match against Ruskington at home postponed
Thu 5™ Jun Lost away to Billinghay 1-3

Mon 9" Jun lost away to Scotchman 1-3

County Triples: We have been knocked out of this competition having lost by 2 shots
away to Grantham.

The Hopper Cup: (EBF Area Competition): Having done so well to reach the
semi-final, John (B) was beaten by John Pask of Grantham by 7 shots.

2 Wood Drawn Pairs Competition on Monday, June 16™ Trevor Bakewell and
“Stan” Stanbridge won 6-3 against Sandra Bakewell and Barry Hilton.



Guides Visit: 16 Guides and their leaders were guests of the Club on Thursday, 12"
June for an evening of fun and introduction to bowls. With grateful thanks to Trevor
Bakewell, Trevor Reynolds, Kath Neate, Sheila Barr, Doreen Stone and Alice
Harding who helped the guides through an enjoyable and informative night organised
by John Bennett. A number of the young ladies showed some basic talent and advice
was given on what to do next if they wanted to develop their interest in the game. We
intend to continue an interest in encouraging young people to take up the game —
watch this space for developments!

IN THE THROES OF IMPROVEMENT: The support given to the Bowling
Development Scheme has been impressive and the thoughtful labours of the BDS
crew (John, Trevor B, Sheila and Derek Barr) have been rewarded well by all those
who have taken the opportunity to “brush” up on their game and, at the same time,
learn new technical and ethical skills. The Scheme is ongoing and all 4 members are
available to arrange mutually agreeable times for group or one-to-one sessions. All
you need do is to call John on 461106 to set up a time.

As a result of the work done to date there has been huge improvement of playing
standards throughout the membership — from novices right through to those who
might have thought they know it all already! There are a number of areas that need
some attention though. The first is the “Team” concept where complying with the
skip’s advice and directions is paramount. We do still have a number of players who,
though playing in a set are still playing as an individual, rather than accepting tactical
instructions from the skip. A BDS session to help deal with the problem will be held
on Sunday 29" June — see the boxed flyer in this Newsletter.

There has also been huge improvement in our delivery technique and “throwing” is
becoming less of a problem. Everyone knows, from their earliest days of learning the
game that bending low and almost brushing the green with the back of the hand
achieves optimum quality to delivery — but bad habits sometimes develop and a lazy
attitude tends to “throwing”. The very worrying thing about this is the damage done to
the green — our most valuable asset — and our heaviest expense.

The committee have unanimously agreed to a club policy on “throwing” and the full
wording can be found in the minutes of the last meeting now on the website. (Again, a
full printed copy of the minutes can be obtained if you call 461560). The main points
are: A skip, team captain or a member of the Bowls Development Scheme must offer
to help and advise a player who is seen to be “throwing” and the player concerned
must co-operate with such help and advice. If such co-operation is not forthcoming
the player will be reported to the Management Committee for appropriate action.

It was further agreed that if any member of a visiting club causes damage to the green,
the Heckington skip of that rink will approach his opposite number and discreetly
point out the problem. If this does not have the desired result, the Heckington Skip
will approach the Heckington Team Captain. If the problem persists, The
Greenkeeper (if present) or the Team Captain will ask the visiting Team Captain to
substitute the player concerned. If this request is refused, The Greenkeeper or Team
Captain will ask the player to leave the green. If the player refuses, the Heckington
Team will leave the green and a report sent to the appropriate authority.

| should emphasise that the need for any action of this kind is extremely unlikely but a
club policy needs to be in place to cover all eventualities. Skips and Team Managers
are invited to have an informal chat with the Greenkeeper (John on 460116) for any
clarification.



LEAGUES FOR 2009 — We have just over 70 playing members. Of these about 8
men and 6 women play regularly in league competitions. There is therefore some 80%
of playing members who do not support the club’s league activities on a regular basis.
Our current League programme requires 51 players to play regularly every week of
the season. Various National, County and League Cup competitions often require
even more players. This season’s experience to date shows no real improvement on
last year and 9 or 10 loyal members are pressed into playing almost every time and
that sometimes it is difficult to field a balanced team. The problem was discussed at
the recent committee meeting and Team Captains have been asked to think about their
particular situations and report back to the Secretary by 24™ June. We shall then be in
a position to decide what to do in good time before registrations for 2009 are due in
September.

ANYONE FOR SQUASH? — If you are pouring squash drinks in the clubhouse
please let Sheila Bennett know promptly on 461106 if the bottles are below 1/3 full.
She will then be able to replenish supplies before the next home match. Team
Captains are asked to delegate someone to check there are adequate stocks prior to the
commencement of their match and to nip up to the Mace for more if necessary — just
in case the last one to use the bottle(s) has not alerted Sheila.

Want to Win?

Do you want to turn “nearly won today” into “won today?
Would you like to maximise the chances of winning?
Can you improve your League rink?

If not- why are you playing in a League?

Recent discussions amongst some Team Captains and Vice-Captains, together with
some who regularly play Skip, have highlighted an area where most of us can develop
our Team skills to the benefit of everyone in the team.

The Bowls Development Scheme can help!

We have all been in the position where we say, “We were holding three and their Skip
came in and took the jack back to give them shots”. Or, “We were seven up after ten
ends, and then they came back and won”.

Several individual members have asked us to put on a session where we discuss and
demonstrate Team Play and Reading the Head.

We have responded!

Not with just one session — but two!

Who are these sessions aimed at?
Anyone who needs some answers to any of the question s above.

COME ALONG AND LEARN MORE ABOUT —
READING THE HEAD -
PLAYING AS A TEAM -
MEASURING

SUNDAY 29" JUNE
SESSIONS FROM 10.30 TO 12 AND 2.30 TO 4
WITH REFRESHMENTS

COME TO ONE -OR BOTH - AND SEE HOW
YOUR LEAGUE PLAY BECOMES MORE REWARDING —and -
SEE SOME OF US MAKE FOOLS OF OURSELVES!
NORMAL WHITES/GREYS FOR DRESS

JUST TURN UP! —BRING PENCIL/PEN




THE SOCIAL SCENE

Sun 18™ May: Car Treasure Hunt — Five carloads enjoyed an entertaining and
informative treasure hunt organised by Trevor Bakewell. Trevor says he is thinking of
organising a “walking” hunt next time for a change and in light of the ever increasing
cost of petrol

Sat 31° May - Rummikub and pizza- this was a very successful evening and 27
members took part. The pizzas were delicious and everyone enjoyed the event which
was won by Roger.

Dog Racing this Wednesday,18™ Jun: We still have some coach seats available.
£20 each buys the coach seat, entrance to the stadium, race card and dinner. It’s late —
but if you want to join the trip now please ring Steve urgently on 469142. But do it
now!

21°" June - Strawberry Tea — Come and enjoy good company, freshly picked
strawberries and lashings of cream on the longest day of they year. Where? At 9
Latimer Gardens — Tickets at £5 each from Tricia & Trevor 461406
Sat12thJuIy—PI oughman’s |l unch 12 .hickess7frpmh us f un a
Frank Cox on 460611 at 17 Potesgrave Way. About 26 people have expressed the

intention to be there but please note that entry is by advanced purchase ticket only.

Numbers will be restricted to 36. So please be sure to get your tickets from Frank

soon!

Sat2”dAug-Joi nt ploughman’ s | unedetailvfromh Met hodi s
Sandra and Tricia

Sat 23" Aug - Buffet lunch — 3 Beech Close — Eva and David 461872

Sun 31 Aug - Day Trip to Skegness — A fun day out for £9 each. Please call Lewis
on 461560

Sat 20™ Sep - progressive supper. — A great way to enjoy an evening meal, full of
surprises — call Lewis on 461560

Sat 27™ Sep — Quiz Night - Start planning your winning team now. Details from
Lewis on 461560

Mon 17" Nov — Thursford — Make sure of your places now! Tickets are at £34 to
include coach transport and stall seat and £40 for transport and an elevated seat. You
can secure your booking with a deposit of £10. Please call Trevor on 461406

Welcome to new members:

A warm welcome to Steve Wheatley, Marie Wheatley and Ron Smith! We hope you
all will enjoy a long and happy playing membership with us and wish you the best of
good luck on the green and good fellowship at the social events!



Lottery Bonus Ball WinNners - Recent lucky winners are:

Sat 10" May Bill Scott (37)
Sat 17" May Bill Duffy (20)
Sat 24™ May Ann Stevenson (15)
Sat 31°" May Sheila Barr (17)
Sat 7" Jun Richard Higgs (42)
Sat 14™ Jun Tricia Reynolds (4)

DAY TRIP TO SKEGNESS — SUNDAY 315" AUGUST 2008

Here is a great opportunity for a wonderful day off! Join our luxury coach from
Heckington at around 9.30 and enjoy a fun day Sunday at cheery Skegness. Hopefully
the sun will bless the occasion and if you want to spend the whole day on the broad
sandy beach, lolling on a beach bed with the News Of The World and a fish and chip
lunch then guess what? You can! You will know, of course, that there is plenty to do
in this great resort. If you want to, why not take your woods and play some bowls on
the fine public rinks? If you want to try something a little different have a go at 10-pin
bowling — or try the amusements on the pier. If you’ve not had enough of our coach
ride, take your new bus pass (I know this only applies but to very few of our
members) and take a trip or two on the local ‘busses there. And there are stacks of
restaurants, all shapes, sizes, types and quality for lunch — or, if you wish, take your
own for a picnic on the beach or in the park. Subject to demand we can ask the coach
company to drop off at Gibraltar Point for those who would like a quiet time with
nature — and then of course, there are the pubs.......

This trip is on offer at £9 per person and although the day is some way off we do need
numbers and money in by Sunday, 20" July. A booking form is enclosed with this
Newsletter for return to Lewis by the due date. And don’t be selfish about this! Ask
friends, neighbours, nieces and nephews, grand children and the rest to come too!
(Under 12’s can come for £5 each)

And finally:

Last year I replaced all the windows in my house with those expensive double-glazed
energy-efficient kind. Yesterday | got a call from the contractor who installed them.
He was complaining that the windows had been installed a whole year ago and |
hadn’t paid for them yet.

Now, just because I'm getting old doesn’t mean I’'m stupid. So I told him just exactly
what his fast-talking salesman had told ME last year — namely, that in just ONE
YEAR these windows would pay for themselves!

There was a long silence and finally I hung up. He hasn’t called back, probably too
embarrassed about the guarantee they made me.

Bet he won’t underestimate an old codger like me any more!.

Visit the website www.heckingtonbowlsclub.co.uk



